
NM Chapter ACS Monthly Meeting Transcript/Minutes 11/7/23 

 

Virtual in attendance (7) – Dr. Musikasinthorn, Dr. Bridget Fahy, Dr. Albert Kwan, Dr. Ross Clark, Dr. 

Dr. Anthony Vigil, Dr. Edward Auyang, Dr. Alissa Greenbaum 

I. Annual meeting scheduled for Jan 5-6, 2024 

a. Dr. Ross Clark – 19 abstract submissions, will need a total of 45 minutes for 5 podium 

presentations on Saturday.  

b. Dr. Edward Auyang – Diverticular disease session, Dr. Auyang and Dr. Moore will be 

panel moderators, working on getting one of the academic faculty and another 

community faculty members to give UNM presentations, and then either Dr. McKean 

(one of the new colorectal surgeons), one of the general surgeons (Dr. Freeman at 

Lovelace, or Dr. Christenson at Alamogordo) to give another perspective – acute 

management of diverticular disease and staged elective management, options for each 

stage of disease, counseling of patients for elective colectomy – in a 45 minute window, 

15 minutes each and then discussion 

c. Dr. Kwan – contacted Dr’s Company committed on booking a table 

d. Dr. Clark – wrapping up research presentations, will extend Saturday to 45 minutes to 

have 5 podium presentations that will be in the competition. Dr. Clark selected those 

abstracts already, but nobody notified yet. The remainder will be posters. University Club 

does not have the infrastructure to support posters during evening time, so the posters 

will be set up as the last event of day with additional cocktail session at the Sciences 

Center and at that time the winner of the competition will be announced. 

e. Dr. Fahy – University Club does not have space to accommodate posters. Friday night 

session is purely networking with Dr. Kwan’s presentation on the history of the chapter, 

with the poster session at the end of Saturday. No promises on the Cocktails yet, given 

university rules with bars and alcohols, but at the minimum will be more beverages and 

appetizers for people to enjoy while walking around looking at posters. Dr. Fahy asked 

Dr. Clark if there should be award for poster also. Dr. Clark suggested traditional abstract 

competition with posters will be separate thing, with one best abstract from multiple 

different disciplines – there are many coming from UNM and Burrell College. 

f. Dr. Musik has been in contact with Luke Moreau with keynote address speaker, now 

Luke is no longer at ACS and the contact person is Anita, who is working with leadership 

on finding a speaker. 

g. Dr. Kwan – sponsors from Doctors’ Company and Medtronic currently. Doctor’s 

company also will be able to give good presentation on what’s going on and the latest 

update on PCF (patient compensation fund). Dr. Kwan will also keep everybody updated 

on recent changes. 

h. Dr. Fahy – reporting on behalf of Dr. Balduf who secured additional $1500 from Gore. 

So now 3 vendors have committed. 

i. Dr. Clark asked if anything happened with Da Vinci, since Dr. Balduf said before that 

they were wanting to set up a robot demo. Dr. Fahy said that Dr. Balduf has talked to a 

lot of people but the only people that actually committed with funding were Medtronic 

and Gore. Dr. Balduf has come to UNM to look at the space for potentially setting up a 

console for robot demo on Saturday. Dr. Auyang mentioned that he will reach out to 

Ethicon to see if they would like to sponsor as well. Dr. Fahy has given Dr. Balduf a list 



of vendors that participated in the research symposium, but so far no commitments other 

than Medtronic and Gore. Dr. Kwan will collect the names of vendors and the funding 

via check or direct deposit directly, and will give the list of vendors to Dr. Musik to enter 

into the ACS CME application. 

j. Dr. Fahy received 2 names for administrative support on Saturday. Will need one 

additional person, with one to help with AV and auditorium and there is one person to 

help with caterer (Bernie). Looking to see if Dr. Vigil have an admin person from the VA 

who can help out or a college student. We have committed from the chapter side to pay 

some money to support on Saturday. Dr. Fahy suggested $20/hr for administrative cost 

for volunteers. 

k. Dr. Fahy asked if anyone heard from Dr. Derek Johnson regarding Dr. Greg Schmidt the 

ENT surgeon who is in the legislature if he’s willing to come speak. Dr. Musik will 

follow up with Dr. Johnson.  

l. Early registration dateline is again Dec 5.  

m. Dr. Musik to follow up with the ACS for possible obtaining lanyards and other 

commercial pens, etc. along with keynote speaker. Once speaker is arranged will 

coordinate with Dr. Fahy regarding transportation and other entertainment options for the 

speaker. 

n. Dr. Kwan mentioned next year Clinical Congress in SF will be offered Sat – Tuesday, 

will need to figure out date/time of the UNM reception which will need to be booked 

early within walking distance to the meeting. Dr. Musik requesting timing for the NM 

Chapter annual meeting for next year. Dr. Fahy suggested Sept 2024, but not the first 

week of September as Dr. Auyang stated that the Society of Asian Academic Surgeons 

will hold their annual meeting Sep 5,6. The committee decided on Sept 20, 21, 2024 for 

the annual meeting.  

o. Dr. Fahy asking about the rural surgery session, Dr. Musik mentioned Dr. Samaniego 

from Shiprock, will need to reach out to her again, hopefully can have a speaker from 

Shiprock, one from Gallup and another rural surgeon. Dr. Fahy has been in contact with 

Dr. Bill Pollard, who is a community examiner for general surgery at Alamogordo and 

also part of the rural faculty for general surgery residents who may be willing to present 

on the rural surgery panel. Dr. Fahy will follow up with him afterwards. Dr. Fahy also 

talked to Dr. Miskimins regarding the trauma panel and said that he has a clear sense of 

what he needs to do as moderator. Dr. Musik mentioned Dr. Shackelford who was on the 

speakers list from the KnowledgeConnex poll. Dr. Auyang mentioned that he was 

working on trying to bring Dr. Shackelford down to Albuquerque to give visiting 

professor Grand Rounds in the spring. Dr. Fahy would like to keep trauma talks within 

our own state unless invitation to Dr. Shackelford has already been extended.  

p. Final CME is 8 hours. Dr. Musik is in the process of finalizing the application for the 

CME with the College. CME Activity form is approved. Will need vendors listing for 

commercial support document. Pre meeting due date is Dec 26, 2023. Dr. Musik will 

touch base with Anita on the keynote speaker and whatever the College can send in terms 

of lanyards and commercial items and will follow up on the rural surgery speakers. 

II. Next Chapter Meeting – November 28, 2023 1730-1830hr virtual via Microsoft Teams. Also 

will schedule the meeting on December 19, 2023 1730-1830hr to make sure everything is 

finalized. Motion to adjourn was not made although the Committee unanimously decided to 

end the meeting early at 1810hr. Recording transcript/video of today’s meeting obtained.  


