
NM Chapter ACS Monthly Meeting Minutes 9/26/23 

 

Virtual in attendance (11) – Dr. Musikasinthorn, Dr. Bridget Fahy, Dr. Albert Kwan, Dr. Edward Auyang, 

Dr. Linda Smith, Dr. Ross Clark, Dr. Luis Padilla, Dr. Derek Johnson, Dr. Ryan Orosco, Dr. Alissa 

Greenbaum, Dr. Anthony Vigil 

I. Minutes from last meeting reviewed. 

a. Dr. Kwan made motion to approve, Dr. Auyang second 

II. Treasury Report 

a. Dr. Kwan - $11,800.34 in account, last month deposit $719.20 by KC. Member’s dues is 

$75 and KC fees $930.75 quarterly, with service charge from the bank $56 

III. Annual meeting scheduled for Jan 5-6, 2024 

a. Evening registration Jan 5 @5pm followed by cocktails/hours-d’oeuvre (cash bar), 

resident poster reception at UNM Clubhouse 

b. Keynote speaker will be coordinated through Luke Moreau, ACS chapters manager 

c. Saturday event at UNM Health Sciences Center 

d. Results from KC poll – 17 responses 

i. Diverticular disease current management  

ii. Burr holes indication in rural settings or trauma centers with no neurosurgical 

capabilities 

iii. Robotics 

iv. NM legislative issues that affect physicians Opportunities to improve quality of 

care & coordination of care in NM 

v. Shouldice repair of inguinal hernia; non-mesh, tissue IH repairs; are there 

centers of excellence in the US for IH tissue repairs 

vi. Policy changes Medicaid and Medicare policies Ethics topics Qi topics 

vii. Current acute fluid resuscitation for severe trauma Current treatment for 

outpatient burns & for deep second and third degree burns 

viii. Malpractice issues 

ix. Streamlining referrals and co-management of complex surgical patients between 

rural hospitals and tertiary referral centers throughout 

x. Genetics 

xi. Advances in robotically assisted surgery 

xii. Medical malpractice issues affecting surgeons in New Mexico. Any news on what 

the state of New Mexico May be doing to help the smaller rural hospitals stay 

away from bankruptcy. I always enjoy learning about what is new in General 

Surgery that can improve results for our patients 

xiii. Surgical issues/topics specific to New Mexico 

xiv. Summary updates on guidelines for management of the most common surgery 

problems including diverticulitis and non-operative management of appendicitis. 

Reviews of endoscopy in general surgery practice 

xv. Ongoing surgical research in New Mexico State resources for surgeons State 

politics/corporate medicine and surgical practice 

xvi. Robotics Work shortage 

xvii. NM malpractice 



e. Location for Saturday event is at auditorium, decided on no lunchtime presentation due to 

space constraints, lunch will be assorted sandwiches/salads set out on table 

f. NMMS will be presenting prior to lunch 11:30-12:00pm then break for lunch 

g. We discussed on how much time we are allotting for each speaker for CME event on 

Saturday. Dr. Fahy said depends on how any of those topics can be grouped, like 

diverticular disease can have a broader discussion, bowel prep or no bowel prep or 

treatment for perforated diverticulitis and to have different approaches for treatment, and 

allowing 1hr for this and other talks maybe being 15-20 minutes with some time for 

questions in between. Committee reports, Dr. Greenbaum suggested 10-15 minutes at 

least for COC (Dr. Miskimins not at meeting to respond for COT) and Bariatrics. Dr. 

Auyang suggested reaching out to one of the members from UNM, Dr. Benning, to talk 

about Bariatrics. Possibly will be able to combine with Robotics, Dr. Fahy suggested Dr. 

Mario Leyba may be able to present on their experience. Dr. Greenbaum recommended 

expanding robotics session as longer session as there are a lot of interests/questions on 

robotics from the poll, perhaps how to get start with robotics at your location, even rural 

areas. Dr. Johnson suggested someone speaking about the benefits of robotics for certain 

types of surgery, or how to refer a patient to tertiary center. 

h. Dr. Clark asked for allotted time frame for the abstract competition, group decided on 45 

minutes 

i. Group discussion to break up into sessions, 2 morning sessions followed by break, then 

NMMS, then lunch, PM sessions, break, PM sessions. Dr. Johnson recommended 

dividing sessions into 45 minutes. Dr. Kwan pointed out the patient compensation 

funding will be bankrupt if nothing changed with the current malpractice policy with 

expected 75-100% increase that will drive physician private practice out of practice and 

will be worse with current workforce shortage. Dr. Greenbaum asking if we should have 

a separate discussion about malpractice and workforce shortage or 45 minute for open 

discussion. Dr. Kwan suggested a 25min talk and open Q&A for 10-15 min. Hardest hit 

area per Dr. Kwan are the surgical specialties, and discussion should focus more on the 

malpractice issues. Dr. Greenbaum recommended Dr. Orosco as speaker and suggested 

30 min for rural surgery, then do an hour for the medical malpractice and workforce 

shortage, and a separate talk from NMMS. Dr. Johnson recommended an ENT surgeon 

who is in the legislature, Dr. Greg Schmidt, and might be good to have him come and talk 

at the meeting. 

j. Dr. Fahy recommending putting out nominations on website for speakers, self 

nominations/volunteers/recommendations. Dr. Johnson will reach out to Dr. Schmidt and 

also a bariatric surgeon as well. Dr. Musik will send out email blast via Knowledge 

Connex. Dr. Vigil recommended Dr. Mario Leyba for robotics. 

k. Dr. Musik reminded the members that there will be a keynote speaker on Friday night. 

Dr. Fahy asked about CME. Dr. Musik will research and reach out to Luke on CME 

through the college. Last resort will be through UNM, but this may be too late to start per 

Dr. Fahy. Dr. Kwan suggested that we need to get the speakers known now before the 

college can approve for CME. 

l. Dr. Fahy recommended getting moderators and having them in charge of finding 

appropriate speakers. Cost of the meeting, not counting alcohol, plus meals and set up 

will be about $2600. With at least 50 people registered at $120 pp will be able to cover 

the cost although need to factor in students and residents also. 



m. Dr. Balduf to assist with reps/vendors. Dr. Fahy will follow-up. Also, will need 

administrative assistants from UNM that will be willing to work on Saturday, paid vs 

volunteer. 

n. Dr. Fahy reminded KC to upload information about UNM Dept of Surgery reception at 

ACS. Not on website yet. Email reminder to be sent out to KC. The Dept of Surgery will 

be sponsoring a reception on Tuesday Oct 24 at 7pm at Legal Seafood. 

IV. Suggested Agenda for Day 2 

a. Day 2 – Jan 6 (7:30am-6:30pm) – UNM Campus 

i. Registration starts at 7:30am 

ii. Board meeting 8-8:45am 

iii. Exhibits/posters/vendors 7:30am-5:30pm 

iv. Committee reports/Speakers/CME events 9:00am-5:30pm 

1. 8:45 AM - 9:00 AM  

• Welcome and Introduction (Auditorium) 

2. 9:00 AM - 9:45 AM  

• Session: Committee Reports (Auditorium) 

3. 9:45 AM – 10:30 AM  

• Session: Robotics (Auditorium), ?Mario Leyba, MD  

4. 10:30 AM - 10:45 AM break 

5. 10:45 pm - 11:30 AM  

• Resident Abstract Presentations 

• Moderated by: Ross Clark, MD, FACS (Auditorium) 

6. 11:30 AM – 12:00 PM 

• Session: NMMS (Auditorium), Annie Jung and Nick Autio  

7. 12:00 PM – 12:45 PM lunch 

8. 12:45 PM – 1:30 PM  

• Session: Panel Discussion – Diverticular Disease (Auditorium) 

9. 1:30 PM – 2:15 PM  

• Session: Management of Acute Trauma (Auditorium) 

10. 2:15 PM - 2:30 PM  break 

11. 2:30 PM – 3:15 PM  

• Session: APRV: Myths and Misconceptions (Auditorium) 

• Penny Andrews, RN/BSN, R. Adams Crowley Shock Trauma 

Center, Baltimore MD  

12. 3:15 PM – 4:15 PM  

• Session: Panel Discussion – Medical Malpractice and Workforce 

Shortage (Auditorium) 

13. 4:15 PM – 4:45 PM  

• Session: Rural Surgery (Auditorium) 

14. 4:45 PM – 6:00 PM break 

15. 6:00 pm – 6:30 PM  

• Resident Abstract Winner Award Presentation 

v. Adjournment 18:30 

vi. Total of 9 sessions: 9hr CME 

V. Next Chapter Meeting – October 17, 2023 1730-1830hr. Motion to adjourn was made at 1822 

and was passed unanimously 


