
NM Chapter ACS Monthly Meeting Minutes 8/21/23 

 

Virtual in attendance – Dr. Musikasinthorn, Dr. Bridget Fahy, Dr. Albert Kwan, Dr. Edward Auyang, Dr. 

Steve Kavka, Dr. Robin Wright, Dr. Ross Clark, Dr. Javid Sadjadi, Dr. Akbar Ali, Dr. Liat Shama, Dr. 

Ryan Orosco, Dr. Alissa Greenbaum, Dr. Jasmeet Paul, Dr. John Jones, Dr. Sonlee West, Dr. Kate 

Meriwether 

I. Minutes from last meeting reviewed. 

a. President myself introduction 

b. Annual meeting scheduled for Jan 5-6, 2024 

c. Keynote speaker will be coordinated through Luke Moreau, ACS chapters manager 

d. Dr. Ross Clark, Scientific Program Chair will coordinate poster sessions, research 

podium presentations and scholarships 

e. Dr. Balduf to assist with reps/vendors 

f. Chapter website is active and dues reduced to $75 for the remainder of the year and 

chapter cycle will change officers during next annual meeting in Sep 2024. 

g. Dr. Kwan treasury report revenue currently at $11000  

II. Dr. Auyang introduced himself as Vice Chair of Education and Chief of GI surgery and he 

has accepted the position of President Elect 

III. Membership update: 18 paid today via Knowledge Connex portal, total payment amount: 

$1125 

IV. Annual meeting Planning update 

a. Venue: UNM Health Sciences Center 

b. Dr. Fahy able to secure the UNM Clubhouse for Jan 5 reception/cocktails/dinner 

c. Dr. Ross Clark – ACS Call for Abstract, once finalized by Dr. Clark, will be placed in 

Chapter website and email blast, Jan 5 evening poster reception (with cocktails/hours-

d’oeuvre – Dr. Kwan recommended cash bar) at the Clubhouse, resident research podium 

competition on Jan 6 (best abstracts will be selected by faculty members for podium 

presentation and judges will be surgeons faculty/community who will be selected on the 

day of competition to pick out the 3 winners) 

d. Keynote speaker will be on the evening dinner on Jan 5 

e. Topics for Jan 6 each block lasting 20-30 min, Dr. Ryan Orosco (board member with NM 

Medical Society) suggested having members from NMMS like Carrie Robin Bruder or 

Annie Jung to give a 20min overview of the current state of medical affairs in NM like 

medicare/Medicaid/payouts and collections, and the importance of medical society and 

possibly linking ACS chapter participation with the NMMS. Dr. Kwan mentioned Dr. 

Roscoe is the latest member of the young physician delegate from NM to AMA. 

f. Dr. Fahy suggested a survey blast where members can put in proposed topics and 

speakers recommendations. 

g. Dr. Kwan suggested a survey blast who will be attending the Clinical Congress in Boston 

in Oct and a quick get together, possibly with the UNM reception. Survey blast to include 

topics/attendance at the annual meeting and clinical congress – dateline 9/5/23 

h. Dr. Fahy suggested opening the registration at 5pm Jan 5 and dinner at 6:30pm 

i. Hotel recommendations with university rates – Embassy Suites on Lomas, and Hotel 

Albuquerque and Hotel Parq Central, Hotel Chaco – will get a list out prior to registration 



j. Registration fees suggested at $120 for both days, not including alcohol (cash bar) for 

approximately 10hours CME credit. 

V. Chapter members can post anything on the website by going to the Board only section of the 

website and entering password: iLead2023 

VI. Reminders for members to renew their membership and pay dues at the website and also 

encourage students and residents to join since it’s free for them 

VII. Treasury report – Dr. Kwan 

a. Revenue currently at $12,067 

b. Expense $181 for lawyers fee to register the chapter with the Secretary of State, and 

deposit $180 (for Dr. Fahy work as governor and interviewing the interviewees) along 

with deposit of $593 from KnowledgeConnex 

VIII. Next Chapter Meeting – September 26, 2023 1730-1830hr. 

 
9/26 Meeting Agenda: 
 

1) Chapter dues: $75 (free for students/residents) 
2) Chapter website: https://nmchapteracs.org 
3) Annual Meeting Update: Jan 5-6, 2024  

a. Day 1 - Jan 5 (5:00pm-8:00pm) – UNM Clubhouse, registration starts at 5pm, 
cocktails/receptions/posters, keynote speaker dinner (6:30pm-7:30pm) 

b. Day 2 – Jan 6 (7:30am-6:30pm) – UNM Campus 
i. Registration starts at 7:30am 

ii. Board meeting 8-9 
iii. Exhibits/posters/vendors 7:30-5:30 
iv. Committee reports/Speakers/CME events 9:30-5:30 
v. Lunch/podium presentations 12:00-1:30 

vi. Scholarship/poster winner award presentation 6:00-6:30 
vii. Adjournment 6:30 

c. Registration fees: $120 (free for students/residents) – sponsor a resident event – 10 
CME hours anticipated 

d. Agenda pending members survey results 
 

https://nmchapteracs.org/

